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and by the utilization of artesian 
wells. 

The outflow of the volcanic erup- 
tion, while abundant, caused com- 
paratively little damage, since it 
was largely confined to uninhabited 
regions. Eight vents opened on the 
west side of the mountain, sweeping 
the slope with a stream of lava. A 
number of coffee plantations on the 
flanks of the stream were destroyed 
and, for a distance of two kilo- 
meters near Acajutla, the railroad 
was covered with lava to a depth of 
30 feet. For the most part, the 
region affected is identical with that 
covered by the last great eruption 
occurring in 1674. It is said that 
in some places the old flow has been 
lifted bodily upon the new. 

The San Salvador region is per- 
haps more frequently visited by 
earthquakes than any other section 
of America. In 1873, a shock prob- 
ably equal in severity to the present 
one occurred, while more moderate 
tremors are of frequent occurrence. 
The accompanying record shows the 
intensity and duration of the shock 
of June 7 as recorded in New York 
City by the seismograph in the 
American Museum of Natural His- 
tory. 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

We record with regret the death 
of James Mason Crafts, distin- 
guished for his chemical researches 
and for a time president of the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology; 
of Julius Otto Schlotterbeck, dean 
of the College of Pharmacy of the 
University of Michigan, and of T. 
McKenny Hughes, F.R.S., Wood- 



wardian professor of geology in the 
University of Cambridge. 

A memorial tablet to the late Dr. 
S. Weir Mitchell, distinguished as 
physiologist, physician and man of 
letters, was unveiled at the recent 
commencement exercises of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. — A portrait 
of the late Professor Raphael Mel- 
dola is being painted by Mr. Solo- 
mon J. Solomon, in order that copies 
may be presented to the Royal So- 
ciety and the Institute of Chem- 
istry. — A memorial tablet, including 
a medallion portrait of the late Sir 
William Ramsay, is to be erected in 
the University of Glasgow, of which 
he was a graduate and teacher. 

The late Mr. W. Hudson Ste- 
phens, of Lowville, N. Y., a life 
member of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science 
since its eighteenth meeting held in 
Salem in 1869, by the terms of his 
will has bequeathed the sum of 
$5,000 to the association. 

The will of the late Colonel Oli- 
ver H. Payne provides bequests of 
more than $7,000,000 to charitable 
and educational institutions. The 
largest gifts are to Yale Univer- 
sity, Lakeside Hospital, Cleveland, 
and the New York Public Library, 
each of which will receive $1,000,- 
000. An endowment of $500,000 is 
bequeathed to the Cornell Univer- 
sity Medical College. Other gifts 
include: Phillips Academy, Andover, 
Mass., $500,000; St. Vincent's Char- 
ity Hospital, Cleveland, $200,000; 
Cleveland Jewish Orphans Asylum, 
$200,000; Hamilton College, Clin- 
ton, N. Y., $200,000, and the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, $200,000. 



